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Evaluation of private (non-governmental) research institutions in Iran

Abstract

Purpose: Performance indicators are a suitable tool for the implementation of
infrastructural, research and process-oriented management projects in universities and
higher education institutions, as well as the evaluation of these institutions, which can
be used to compare the past performance, current and desired status of the institutions
with the standards. The purpose of this study is to evaluate the performance of non-
governmental research institutions in Iran.

Methodology: This is an applied research that was conducted with a scientometrics
approach and based on the evaluation model of the Sanandaj handbook. The research
community are non-governmental research institutions that have received permission
from the Ministry of Science, Research and Technology.

Findings: Institutions do not have the necessary proportion in terms of geographical
distribution and field of activity. Most institutions are concentrated in the province and
city of Tehran and operate in engineering and humanities, and social sciences. In
general, in the investigated time period and in each dimension of relevance, efficiency,
and effectiveness, different institutions had strengths and weaknesses. Still, it can be
said that engineering institutions had better performance than other institutions.

Conclution: In order to facilitate access to the correct information of the institutions,
it is necessary for the monitoring and evaluation center to develop a suitable
mechanism for the annual registration of the information of the institutions in the
higher education system (SAA) and to oblige the institutions to register the complete
information continuously and regularly. Also, non-governmental research institutions
should prepare or revise the strategic plan and annual self-evaluations in accordance
with the dimensions and indicators of the Ministry of Science, Research and
Technology, to provide the basis for growth and promotion in order to be effective and
fulfill their mission in the research field of the country.

Keywords: Evaluation, Performance, Research Instituts, Private Research
Institutions, Non-governmental Research Institutions.
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